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KIRTIAND'S WARBLER AIDED IN CONFLICT WITH COWRBIRDS

MINNEAPQOLIS--Nearly two dozen traps have been set by U.S. Fish and Wildlife
biologists in an effort to keep cowbirds out of the nests of the endangered
Kirtland's warbler in its only remaining nesting area of Michigan, Lynn A.
Greenwalt, Director of Interior's Fish and Wildlife Service, announced today.
“This is the third year a cooperative effort with the U.S. Forest Service,
the State of Michigan, and the National Audubon Society has been mounted to
aid this small bird. We are now optimistic that the species can be saved from
extinction, which was dangerously near in 1971 when its population dipped to
an all time low of only 400 survivors in the wild, after a 60 percent population
drop over the 1961-1971 decade. "
Today there are an estimated 432 of these warblers breeding in Michigan,
and that number is expected to increase with the breeding season now underway.
The declining warbler population puzzled biologists for years. This
bluish~gray small bird, renowned for its constantly bobbing tail, breeds only
in the lower peninsula of Michigan and winters in the Bahamas. It nests almost
exclusively in young jack pine trees, so the U.S. Forest Service and the State
of Michigan set aside over 4,90'0 a4cre's of forest in the 1960's to be managed

(more)



KIRTLAND'S WARBLER AIDLD -- ADD |

solely for the Kirtiand's warbler's benerit, primarily by scliective cutting and
burning to encourage natw jack pine growth.,
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A three-pronced
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tional forest

TR A S 7 S N S R U S -
T, startins o 1972, called for coveird contred,

-

s for the Kirtland's warsier,

That spring (5 decoy traps baitod with sunilower soeds, rosh water, and
live cowbirds were oot on soven warkslor nostine areas. Over 2, 200 cowbirds were
trapped and warblor gy losces dr pped on three of the areas from bo> percent to
b percont. The nu of young warblers reaching the wing that y2ar nearly
tripied.

In 3273, 19 raps were set in the sove Cwarbior areas. A scparate one was
establishied outside the known warbler nest aleas to see how extensively cowbirds
were moving into tie goneral vicinity. Over 3,000 cowbirds were removed from
the warblers' areas ilast spring, and a nest survey showed that not one warbler
nest had been invaded in three of the -cven arcas. A population increase of eight
percent was recordad.,

This year the number of traps has been increased to 23. The National
Audubon society has a study underwa vy Of the Kirviand's warbler wintering areas
in the Bahamas to see if as-yet-unknown factors there can be manipulated in
the bird's favor.

The recovery proaram for the ondanacred Kirtlana‘s warbler will continue
as 1ong 38 necessary. Although the vird will probably never reabh the population
level most other warblers enjoy, avery effort is being made to insure that some

Kirt]dnd'c warblers add luster to tne J&CK pine barrens of north central Michigan.
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BUREAU OF SPORT T'ISHERIES AND WILDLIFE OFFICIALLY BECOMES
UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

MINNEAPOLIS--On April 22, 1974, President Nixon signed into law a bill
which changes the name of the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and wildlife to the
United States Fish and Wwildlife Service. The provisions of the Act, P.L.

93-271, become effective July 1, 1974.

Other provisions of the Act abolish the position of Commissicner of
Fish and Wildlife, the Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife and its office

of Director; the responsibilities presently in the Bureau are vested in the

redesignated United States Fish and Wildlife Service; the position of Director,

United States Fish and Wildlife Service is established at an Executive Level

V: and it establishes qualifications of the Director who is to be appointed by

the President, with the advice and consent of the Senate.

No individual may be appointed as Director unless he is, by reason
of scientific education and experience, knowledgeable in the principles of

fisheries and wildlife management.
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